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2 @ SETOfg, Comparatis ely silent type 1o While's
ated. fast-talking persona. O, as the guys pul
hite's] Snoop.” Boda |0 Chicagn, Latimore god
lean-Amertcan Studies from Georgia's Atlanta
< working as an actor and filmmaker in LA
e orossed paths. *T. and I became fast friends.®
e experienee of pretty much anyone in White's
o with flipping burgers at McDonald's at the age
s mié 1 the hospitality industry is extensive—
s [loor manager of the restaurant {and media-
7 44, I Mew York's swank Rowalion Horel
ed aboat '._:1:lill!|'_ into business topether” SAVs
e .-I_-.:.- Damon called me and said, 'T'm in San
=11 here for several months, T think the time
1k this 1s the place

re proampily jodmed

Cine can anly take White at his word regarding his community
as a whaole, but it's impaossible to deny the plethora of bold
faced names in the list of investors willing to go public. Todd
Traima, Trevor Traina, Simon Thierbod, Patrick Herning, .-".:|-.'.:.'
Wasserman, Christine Borders and husband-and-wife
LB and Leslie Thieriofr, ."-1lll:|||_:-|-|||n;'.-:. LT
and Jimn |:,..l'..'||'\-l'|'.'|:' and :'iTl':.:.'ll'l Carlsomn all have s Hnancial stake In
Onis" suceess, “The way this group, many of wivm are usually this
Balboa Cald crowd, s rallying behind this idea—0ve never seen
theeen dbo this,® savs Onis publicist and Marnach Tendall PR partner
[ennifer Marnach, “These guvs have drawn them in”

Talk 1o Oris investars, and the same themes recur. “He doesn™

[ -|l||_:-|r k.

e and Anne Boblnson

|||!|'i'| win,” S Channel Busineis executive Patrick He riing.
“MNaman very careful whom he invites into that .'-|'.|1|:|.'.::;I:.'.‘
1'1:-:||:| T".lil’l B, AN ||I||-c'.:l|'|'|_‘|r_'||'! r' lm
producer based in LA who happens to

the e formed the W}If?f ﬂn‘d Lﬂti???ﬂrﬂf b a member of onc of SFs most high-

auramt Group., “Bdy

i Bl g make the gutsy
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prafile families, is alan an Investor in
LA, ventures Dobee and Gelsha 91 was
actually pleased that [White] asked

.--_.':-::r|.'-:g||'..l|l.'.' o . S . mie" Traina EAYE, ‘?.‘l'.'u:.'l'.r- I can be a
plitz and he '|:-ri|||{'. EIE:I'I ”T tIIHt OIIS H-JIEI poed-luck charm o Ots in my third

investment [ol this kind], but [ get the

hatucw DeasIncluSIDe ASTLIS: o ciliakind, setign De

rior was already in

otistue recruned exclusive.”

-Line Brand Archi

vartner Micolo Bind,

erlor-desien team WNathan Brown and Sheri
Ish the I.'JI1F. “SF doesn't !‘l.l.'.d.- .'|||:|r|‘|'|:||||,: 'u_'
'e're taklng risks, We've got the gall 1o say we can
lsparate elements together and make semething
- expecting all sorts of different peaple to come
i '~I-I1H".|'l:lt5I new 100" The disparate elements
icr Bini describes ag =sick, oversize, Art Deco
dile-print wallpaper, cork flooring, poreelain
ustom-designed _.;]un.-g.' witite Lowds XV chalrs
vers, a hanging coral seulpbore, Lucite waterfall
a Moroccan inspired upstairs lounge. “We're
bad tasts I']I'll'lf_'|'|[_- Bami I"H.l,:l“lll'\\_ =Ir's 10704
|I.l|1 raunch® As well as |u—i||u. decadernt. Deca
cey the decor is also eco-friendly. *We've never
it, but, we'ne lecal, we're in SF—of course it's
L And while the aforementioned features are
Seir own right, & mural by artist Carla Eapleton
highligle, ]'-l"-,'lllllil'lu__ im one corner with an A
g 07 & peacock (the Otis imhn:_ the abstract mural
e room in gold- and silver-flecked splendar,
ather design lavered an top. *You ilip through
ber® and see & new club in London or Mew York
i% 1% our chance,” says Brown. *We're drinking
e B ] - A G

goeiad Juck. Maybe I'm the locky ane.”

Traina alio sccd promise in Ons
&F setting: "The mitsion statement of
e ing exelusive and inclosive hat &
better chance of wo 'I\.lrlh' in SF 1|I|. (B | ] '\.'l.l'll_|||:| in LA, Too MNany
peopde in L.A. expect 1o be Ineluded in the *exclusive.™

But the question remains: Wi lald-back, low-frequency San
Francisco really take kindly 1o a Studio-94-selective setupd *[oe
and 1 have always been imaginative a1 making something not so
hot, hat.® ERYE White (who, with Latimore’s assistance, could give
Parizs Hilton 5 run for ||r~r|||'u||-1-r-:.' whien it comes to using the ward
hofl, = We've never been mativated 'I-_l.' Ehie abwviows choiee. The tirst
place people think 1o shop isa mall. That's the last place | think to
shop. Therein lics the challenge, and hercin Hes the answer.” The
Yoda-like words are par for the course coming from him, but he's
not alone in his lofiy expectations

*This city needs a place people can rely on,” says Suite
OneBOne owner Andy Wasserman, “T'm in the nightelubbusiness,
and [when] T have friends who come into town, ['m kind of
embarrassed totell them [ have no clue where to send them during
the week—hopeiully, Otis will be that ace-in-the-lole place.”

Pinming down the lounges “privacy” policy seems to be the
|l|||||l.|'| l‘l:.-||.1l" |'||I:"\1ri|||| =1 think hcre's foung T |:||;' 40Me ;||:|_~;|;'|_|
reactions about it, honestly,® says Wasserman. “But it's not about
being snobby, it's about creating the right mix, Tt's private in the
sense thal not everyanc can got in, but not private in the senge that
MO have to be rich orwhite ar from the r ight =zl P code When iz
apens is hours of ooerailon willbe 2w fm2a m iwith airateain
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